VERSAILLES

Mary, were enlisted by the loss of the Hanoverian crown,
found their counterpoise in the concessions which were
made to the Oldenburg connexions of the Russian dynasty
in territorial and financial directions in 1866; so did the
possibility occur in 1870 of doing a service not only to
I                     the dynasty, but also to the Russian kingdom, in respect to

!                     the politically absurd, and therefore in the long run im-

[                     possible, stipulations which circumscribed the  indepen-

dence of its Black Sea coasts.    They were the most inept
conclusions of the peace of Paris; one cannot permanently
I                     deny the exercise of the natural rights of sovereignty on its

!                     own coasts to a nation of a hundred millions of inhabi-

!                     tants.    A charge of the kind which was allowed on Rus-

sian territory to foreign Powers was a humiliation which
;                     a great nation could not endure for long.    We bad in this

an opportunity of improving our relations with Russia.

Prince Gortchakoff entered only reluctantly upon the

;                     initiative with which I sounded   him in   this direction.

|                     His personal ill-will was stronger than his Russian sense

|                     of duty.    He did not want any obligation from us, but

j                     estrangement from Germany and gratitude in France.    In

I                     order to  make our offer effectual in  St.  Petersburg, I

needed the thoroughly honourable and always friendly co-

i                     operation of the then Russian Military Plenipotentiary,

Count Kutusoff.    I shall hardly do injustice to Prince

j                     Gortchakoff if, after my relations to him, which lasted for

1                     several years, I assume that personal rivalry towards me

weighed heavier with him than the interests of Russia;

his vanity and his jealousy of me were greater than his

patriotism.

Indicative of the morbid vanity of Gortchakoff were
some expressions which he used to me on the occasion of